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and have particular parts corresponding to its particular parts.
Will you say that you take that part of the brain to be a point ?
That is surely incredible, but suppose it is a point. If it is indeed
something Physical, the same difficulty remains, because such a point
is extended and is certainly not devoid of parts. If it is a Mathe-
matical point you know that it is given only by the imagination.
But let it be given or let rather us feign that in the brain there is
given a Mathematical point, to which you are united, and in which
you exist. Now, see how useless a fiction this will turn out to be.
For, if it is to be assumed, we must feign it to exist in such a way
that you are at the meeting place of the nerves by which all the regions
informed by the soul transmit to the brain the ideas or semblances of
the things perceived by the senses. But firstly, the nerves do not all
meet at one point, whether for the reason that, as the brain is continued
into the spinal marrow, many nerves all over the back pass into that,
or because those which extend to the middle of the head are not found
to terminate in the same part of the brain. But let us assume that
they all do meet; none the less they cannot all unite in a mathematical
point, since they are bodies, not mathematical lines, and so able to
meet in a mathematical point. And supposing we grant that they do
so unite, it will be impossible for the spirits1 which pass through these
to pass out of the nerves or to enter them, as being bodies; since body
cannot be in or pass through what is not a place, as the mathematical
point is. But though we should allow that the animal spirits do
exist in or pass through what is not a place, nevertheless you, existing
as you do in a point, in which there are neither right hand parts nor
left hand, neither higher nor lower, nor anything similar, cannot
judge as to whence they come nor what they report.

Moreover I say the same thing of those spirits which you must
transmit in order to have feeling or to report tidings'2, and in order to
move. I omit that we cannot grasp how you impress a motion upon
them, you who are yourself in a point, unless you are really a body, or
unless you have a body by which you are in contact with them and at
the same time propel them. For, if you say that they are moved by
themselves, and that you only direct their motion, remember that you
somewhere else denied that the body is moved by itself3; so that we

1  The * animal spirits' correspond to the 'nervous impulses' of modern
psychology.   D. and his contemporaries believed that  an  actual  substance
passed along the nerve when it was stimulated.

2  of the external world?    Clerselier translates this passage 'proclaim or
communicate feeling or movement.'

s Vol. I. p. 151, par. 1.